Page | 1

SEVEN PONDS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Constitution

Preamble
The Seven Ponds Photography Club was established in 2009 to promote the advancement of photography as an art.  The purpose of the club is to bring together persons of like minds and improve our photography skills thru education and mentoring each other to improve all our skills as photographers.  This will be accomplished by sharing knowledge from within the club and from outside speakers and through friendly competition.
Article 1 – Name
The name of the organization is “Seven Ponds Photography Club”
Article 2 –Membership
Membership in the club is open to any person, subject to the requirements of the bylaws.
Article 3 – Officers and Directors
A Board of Directors of nine club members serving two year terms shall be the principal decision makers of the club.   The Board of Directors are elected by the general membership. Officers of the club will be members of the Board of Directors as follows:
President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
A quorum of the Board of Directors shall consist of 5 members.
Article 4 - Elections
The Board of Directors will be nominated or a member may volunteer to nominate him/her self in October of the election year. Election of new Board of Directors will be at the first November meeting of the odd number calendar years. Upon being elected, the new Board of Directors shall convene to a room outside the general meeting, and among themselves, decide on the officers for the upcoming year. New Board of Director members will take office in January of the following year. 


Article 5 – Vacancies
In the event of resignation, neglect of duty, incapacity, death or absence from six unexcused consecutive meetings, the Board of Directors may replace that person.  The President will recommend a replacement for the approval of the Board of Directors.  Should the office of President be vacated for any of the reasons stated, the First Vice President will be the replacement with the approval of the Board of Directors.
Article 6 – Membership Meetings
Regular meetings of the club will be held as provided in the Bylaws.
Special meetings may be proposed by the President for approval by the Board of Directors.
Article 7 - Committees
Standing and special committees are to be created by the President and the Board of Directors.
All committees are required to report to the Board of Directors.
Article 8 – Constitutional Amendments
Requirements for the presentation and adoption of amendments to the Constitution are as following:
1. Notice of motion to amend the Constitution, including the text of the amendment, is to be given at a regular meeting of the club membership and or emailed to all members a week prior to the meeting.
2. The proposed amendment is to be brought before the membership for discussion at the next regular club meeting.
3. A vote on the proposed amendment at that meeting will decide the outcome. The amendment must pass by a minimum of two votes.
Article 9 – Bylaws
 The bylaws shall be amended and approved by the board
The underlying principle for the passage of all bylaws is that all members will be treated equally, without prejudice to any.
Article 10 – Rules of Competition
Rules of competition are to be provided by the Board of Directors. However, as a rule, the club will follow the rules outlined by the Greater Detroit Camera Club Council.
Article 11 - -Signing Officers
Two signatures are required for the execution of any contract or agreement.
Officers with the authority to sign contracts or agreements include President, Treasurer, First and Second Vice Presidents.
Any expenditure of $500.00 or more requires the approval of the membership, by a majority vote at  a regular club meeting.
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